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ITTEREATION..L  MILITARY  TRIDUIlvL  FOR  THE  F«R  EAST. 

Nc»  1. 

UI'ITZD  ST..T  L  OF  .tIJ2?IC/t  i.ND  OTHERS. 


-  against  - 

.JIATI,  SiJX.O  J.ND  OTHEIS. 

I»  CHARLES  ELTT/  KAITE  of  BRIS&JT  in  tho  STATE  of  Q,U2E!SIAM)»  mako 
oath  and  say  as  f lews, - 

1.  I  was  V?^^?89  J.T.COL.  CHARLES  HGNKY  E/tPPE.  SIQiXS  UNIT.  8 
nUSntXLJI  DIVISION,  './hen  I  became  a  prisoner  of  war  of  the  Japanese  at 
SINGAPORE  on  the  15th  Fobruai-y,  1S42. 

2.  I  left  CHAKOI  in  April,  1943.  in  cornmd  of 3« « 

Generally  speaking,  tho  mon  were  in  good  conuition,  but  fit  for  IWaX  ‘ 
only.  *fter  fourteen  tenths  on  insufficient  food  they  hud  no  resist-nee 

^.nd  no  reserve  of  strength. 

3.  Iho  Japanese  said  that  tho  movement  of  this  force  of  7000  strong, 
comprised  of  3,300  British  and  the  remainder  Australians,  undor  Jh° 
contend  of  Lt.  Col.  HAHRIS,  IB  Div.  Artillery,  a  Britisher,  was  because 
tho  food  situation  in  Singapore  uus  deteriorating. 

L  'Ihc  Japanese  told  us  vo  were  going  to  a  place  where  the  climuto 

was  similar  to  that  of  Singapore,  They  naid  v/e  wore  going  to  seven  OQfflpa 
in  the  hills  in  a  goad  climate  with  heultiiy  surroundings}  that  as  many 
SsJSitc  nctsld  bionics  as  possible  were  to  bo  token  by  1 
deficiencies  would  bo  made  up  when  we  roached  our  destination  (which 
not  disclosed);  Canteens  were  to  be  eotcolished  in  all  camps  und  no 
restrictions  were  to  bo  placed  on  the  amount  of  personal  equipment  to  bo 
taken;  transport  would  be  nv.de  available  for  the  cartage  °*  h00*J 
equipment,  ctunp  and  medical  stores  for  tho  men  unfit  to  nvrch;  there 
would  te  no  long  marches;  we  wore  net  to  bo  a  working  par  y.  I  ^ 
told  this  personally,  but  tho  Force  Contender  was  told  and  I  havcsccn  it 
in  his  sworn  report  that  thirty  pur  cent  ol  the  men  could  bo  unfit. 

ustraliun  policy  was  that  only  very  near  fits  would  go.  Tnerc  was  no 
incWof  cfa^slck  personnel.  m  the  Austrian  consonant  ns  hau  only 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  mon  who  wore  unfit  for  work,  whereas  the 
British  included  the  full  thirty  per  cent, 

c  ,.o  jaeved  by  train  in  parties  of  700  to  BAMT0NG  in  THAILAND.  The 

transport  Safin  ton  rlco  trunks  and  each  had  to  asco-odnte 
to  twenty-oirht  men  and  stores.  Thero  wa3  no  ventilation  in  tho  truks 
J^rS.ISLraSr..  Tho  host  nan  torrific.  Wo  trucks  could  only 

hold  ten  men  comfortably. 


K 
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6t  The  men  wore  kept  in  the  trucks  for  Ion*,  intervals  and  sanitary 

facilities  on  route  were  either  nn-cr.istcnt  cr  filthy. 

7«  The  food  consisted  cf  trendy  ounces  of  rice  and  onicn  water  per 

ran  pur  day  for  everybody  including  the  sick,  re  were  not  g iven  regul*or 
moals,  sometimes  we  went  for  twenty  four  hours  without  food  and  one  party 
wont  for  forty  hours  without  it. 

Tho  water  supplied  w.  a  in»dcquato,  Drinking  r/ator  w,.s  Very 
limited,  wo  could  only  fill  our  rotor  bottles  at  tho  stops,  which  wore 
irrocul_r.  gne  tr.-in  r;.s  lohout  water  for  c  full  day  md  until  nightfall 
on  the  next. 

9*  Tho  trip  lasted  four  to  five  days. 

10*  ’•'hen  we  arrived  ct  EJ TON’S  wc  oro  placed  in  a  stuping  camp  -..hero 

tho  accomodation  w.  s  filtny  and  ovy- crowded »  Fcod  consisted  of  rice  and 
there  was  very  little  cf  it,  "c  had  one  day  there. 

11.  \X>  then  Eurjhcd  by  nijtt,  a  total  of  I85  to  190  miles  as  noir  as 
wc  can  gauge.  For  the  first  part  cf  tho  journey  tho  weather  was  dry,  It 
w  s  tropical  country  ud  pj.v>piruticn  just  poured  from  everybody  and  our 
clothes  became  absolutely  wet.  when  we  vero  n-rcking  these  long  distances 
and  currying  heavy  leads,  later  the  Monsoon  broko  md  wc  marched  through 
tropical  rain. 

12.  host  periods  were  quite  useless  because  tho  staging  camps  wore  in 
cleared  areas  alongside  the  tr-ck  :nd  no  cover  or  protection  from  the 
tropical  sun  cr  insects  w\_s  provided, 

13*  The  jcurncy  took  seventeen  cloys  and  during  that  time  wc  had  threo 
extra  days1  root,  that  is  tarae  nights  without  marching. 

14.  Our  longest  raorch  was  about  worty-clght  kilometres,  during  which 
ro  .arched  forty  minutes  and  rested  twenty  ra.  sates.  ~'c  rare  very  over¬ 
loaded  as  wc  hud  to  carry  cur  cook’ng  contain,  rs,  gear  and  medical  supplies. 
There  was  no  transport  to  take  ary  cf  the  heavy  ^ear  which  consistod  of  six 
gallon  containers,  radical  punier'-  full  of  n-dio^l  stores,  pi„ks,  shovels, 
etc. 

15.  "o  wore  constantly  badgered  by  the  Japuicec,  and  the  sick  wero 
forced  to  continue  dcspico  our  own  mod. cal  officers'  opinions.  The  guards 
bout  them  along,  and  many  hud  to  be  curried  by  cc:arados  an  improvised 
stretchers  throughout  the  night,  in  addition  to  their  own  loads, 

16.  Tho  boatings  and  sluppings  of  men  who  wc**o  completely  unfit 

wo  .leaned  them  to  suck  an  extent  that  when  they  arrived  at  their  camps  thoy 
fell  easy  victims  to  cholera  and  other  diseases  and  dii-d  rapidly.  Tho 
Japanese  r.uvor  let  tip  cr  allowed  the  ran  including  tho  sick,  to  rest,  it 
seemed  to  be  tho  higher  pojicy  to  drivo  these  men  through,  to  30c  that  they 
did  not  rerair.  in  the  stagiiig  comps. 
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i7.  j£st  of  the  beatings  wore  i.one  with  h_nds  end  fi3ta,  but  ther«  was 
one  inatcnco  when  two  officers,  jjijwr  jilUJJRSttT  rn-1  Liout.  T.JEED1Z  were 
beaten  with  u  golf  clue. 

Everyone  of  the  storing  camps  was  shocking  from  the  point  of  vien 
of  sanitation,  filth,  full  latrines.-  etc,  woro  ripe  for  dysorttory  and  other 
disoasos.  There  were  l'i-ios  by  the  mi  '  ’■  ions  end  maggots  .'’ruwling  everywhere, 

ft 

19.  Our  party  ’./an  t  to  v/ithln  a  few  nilos  of  the  THREE  Pa  GOD,  £  p*SS 

on  the  BUrd.'A-TuaZJ  ,-113  R.IL'.YjiY;  and  the  men  commenced  work  on  the  j..\ne  in 
raid  i£y  1943,  x  was  with  ilium  tho  whole  time, 

t;ll  the  working'-  cranes  on  the  railway  into  which  our  party  moved, 
the  accorrxdat  on  had  no*,  been  completed  and  the  buildings  hod  no  roofs. 

The  ipnc'-on  reins  .'/re  tnei  f filling;  Tho  food  in  the. so  a  amp  3  pr.s  .lust  rice 
and  onion  water  or  rlco  and  bean  water. 


‘■I*  *ill  the  time  our  boots  wore  falling  to  pieces,  and  there  was  no 
replacement  of  clothing  or  footwear*  The  werk  on  tho  lino  was  very  herd  on 
beets  as  we  were  in  mud  end  water  all  day  long.  Later  cn  wo  had  to  ballast 
tho  line  with  stenos  and  tho  men  h :d  to  walk  across  theso  stones  and  work 
in  quarries  without  boots. 


22.  The  hours  of  work  varied  from  twelve  to  twenty  per  day.  Twelve 
hours  and  fourteen  hours  per  day  w:-re  the  most  common.  Normally  the  men 
would  bo  out  at  0  a,m,  ari  back  et  10  p.ra„  r?e  had  no  days  off.  The  first 
day  off  we  had  whs  when  the  railway  nan  through,  and  the  line  was  joined 
near  our  camp  about  ).9th  or  SO*  it  September.  re  hid  started  ab^ut  tha  14th 
or  15th  ifey,  and  7/9  worked  night  af  er  night  right  t hr: ugh  to  September, 
without  a  break ,  For  roonrhe  and  months  the  men  did  not  see  their  camp  in 
daylight,  pay  after  dry  and  many  timas  a  day,  1  made  protest e , tho  radical 
Officer  made  pretests  und  the  Adjutant  mads  protest  a  in  an  endeavour  to  get 
the  numbers  of  men  working  reduced.  RotlUng  would  stop  the  Japanese.  They 
said  t.iey  would  drive  the  men  to  work  Jir.d  if  they  wentad  a  thousand  men  for 
work  they  would  get  a  thousand  men,  irrespective  of  tneir  physical  condition, 

23.  nice  with  a  few  pieces  of  fish  in  it,  was  the  food  ration.  In  the 
early  stages  rice  was  frirly  plentiful,  but  us  soon  as  a  man  went  sick  the 
ration  was  cut  down  to  one  third  of  the  anr-nt  given  to  a  working  man. 

Sick  were  then  starved  and  it  was  impossible  to  build  them  up  again.  */e 
have  complete  records  of  the  ration  and  they  sho\7  -chat  the  food  was  totally 
inadequate. 


24.  miring  the  course  of  the  building  of  the  line  I  was  told  by  the 
Japanese  tbit  it  was  a  Military  Railway,  and  as  soon  as  tbe  line  was  through 
I  saw  the  tra.ns  loaded  with  horse3,  guns,  trucks,  ammunition,  etc, 

25.  The  Force  I  was  with  v/as  called  "F"  FORCE  and  v/e  v/orked  on  the 
section  of  the  railway  just  south  of  the  THREE  PnOODA  PASS  to  FIEKE.  Until 
July  I  v/as  with  POND'S  Battalion  moving  from  KONCOITA  to  TaILO^a  end  then 
v/ith  a  special  party  of  three  hundred  odd  to  a  general  camp  just  south  of 
NEK2. 
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17.  !Jcst  of  the  boatings  woro  done  with  hands  end  fi3ts,  but  theru  was 

one  instance  when  two  officers,  l?u.Kr  *T.;L7?SCf!  rnd  Lieut.  T'.TEJDE.  were 
beaten  with  u  go If  club . 

lfi.  Evoryonc-  of  the  stewing  camps  r/a.3  shocking  from  the  point  of  view 
of  sanitation,  filth,  full  latrines  etc,  noro  ripe  for  aysontory  and  other 
diseases,  Tharo  wore  files  by  tho  mi  .1  j  ions  end  ranegois  crawling  everywhere. 

19.  Our  party  wont  to  within  a  feu  milos  of  the  TtfHEE  Pa  GOD,  £  P*SS 
on  the  BUTd/jt-liiiUjiND  R.ILViAY?  ord  the  men  ccrmr.nccd  work  on  the  j-ino  in 
raid  ipy  190*  i  wu3  with  thorn  tho  whole  time, 

20.  in  all  tho  working  ccmns  on  the  railway  into  which  our  party  moved, 
the  acconmodat  on  had  no'-,  been  occciotcd  and  the  buildings  had  no  roofs. 

The  fpne^on  reins  .-ore  taon  falling  The  food  in  these  uamp3  n:.a  .lust  rice 
and  onion  water  or  rice  and  bean  water. 

21.  All  the  time  our  boots  wore  falling  to  pieces,  and  there  wa3  no 
replacement  of  clothing  or  feotwerr.  The  werk  on  the  lino  was  very  hard  on 
beets  as  we  were  in  mud  end  water  all  day  long.  Later  cn  wo  had  to  ballast 
the  line  with  stcr.03  and  tho  men  had  to  walk  across  these  stones  and  work 
in  quarries  without  boots, 

22.  The  hours  of  work  varied  from  twelve  to  twenty  per  day.  Twelve 
hours  and  four. teen  hour 9  per  day  mre  the  most  eourcon,  Normally  the  men 
would  bo  out  at  0  a„m,  arl  back  et  10  p»ra«  7 fe  had  no  days  off.  The  first 
day  off  we  had  was  when  the  railway  wan  through,  end  the  line  was  joined 
near  our  camp  about  ).9th  or  <0'h  September.  T’e  had  started  ab'mt  the  14th 
or  15th  May,  and  7/9  worked  at, .lit  af  er  night  right  through  to  September, 
without  a  break.  For  months  and  nx  t  is  the  men  did  not  s«-.e  their  camp  in 
daylight.  Day  after  day  and  many  J: iz.33  a  day,  j  made  proT.aste.tho  radical 
Officer  made  protests  and  the  Adjutant  made  proteoi  a  in  an  endeavour  to  get 
the  numbers  of  men  working  reduced .  Nothing  would  stop  the  Japanese.  They 
said  t.iey  would  dri/e  the  men  to  work  and  if  they  wented  a  thousand  men  for 
work  they  would  get  a  thousand  men,  irrespective  of  tneir  physical  condition. 

23.  Rice  with  a  few  pieces  of  fish  in  it,  was  the  food  ration.  In  the 
early  stages  rice  was  fairly  plentiful,  but  us  soon  as  a  man  went  sick  the 
ration  was  cut  down  to  one  third  of  the  amount  given  to  a  working  man. 

Sick  were  then  starved  and  it  was  impossible  to  build  them  up  again.  We 
have  complete  records  of  the  ration  and  they  show  that  the  food  was  totally 
inadequate. 

24.  During  the  course  of  the  building  of  the  .line  I  was  told  by  the 
Japanese  that  it  was  a  Military  Railway,  and  as  soon  as  the  line  was  through 
I  suw  the  trains  loaded  with  horse3,  guns,  trucks,  ammunition,  etc. 

25.  The  force  I  was  with  was  called  "F"  FORCE  and  we  worked  on  the 
section  of  the  railway  Just  south  of  the  THRZE  PnGODA  PASS  to  NIEKE.  Until 
July  I  was  with  FOND'S  Battalion  moving  from  KGNC3ITA  to  TaIMO’FTA  end  then 
v/ith  a  special  party  of  three  hundred  odd  to  a  general  camp  just  south  of 
NEKS. 
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halted  for  too  days.  The  troop,  rare  d„ath8.  huta  oar. 

evacuated  the  previous  day  on  “t0°^‘  to  the  Japanese  only 

indescribably  filthy  and  protests  officially  placed  on  the  same 

caused  the  force  to  realise  that  *hey  "  for  tooi8  with  which  to  clean  up 
level  as  Burmese  coolies.  An  appl  nvAilable.  despite  the  fact 

the  filth  brought  the  reply  th8t  bnd  been  brought  from  UPPER  KOI^C  OITA, 

that  hundreds  of  shovels  and  chunkels  had •  ugn  everyv;here. 

Coolies  walked  through  the  huts,  apat,  entrance,  yaks  were  taken 

Y®k  carts  and  yelling  droves  SS.  rii.  bags  had  to  be 

through  the  huts  and  they  dropped  their  ex^re* 

stored. 


27. 


Thera  oarc  daad  ooollo.  olthln  too  hundr.d  to  thra.  ^edyarda. 

28.  At  UPPER  SCMKDBAT  M stream  cored 

incessant  rain.  One  of  tr.em  had  br*‘°n  floors  ^  the  huts  occupied  by 
thrcueh  th.  camp  area  <md  passed  und«  “  COe  .  quagmire, 

tha  hospital.  Outsid.  To  bc  ln  the  position  in  nhlch  it  uas  as  there 

haanPplacad. 

29  no  provision  for  hospitalisation  of  th*  ^  abandoned, 

c^ept  a  ££  hospital  camp  «*«£»»■*•* the  situation  oars 
Requests  to  allow  fit  mon  to  rue  railway  construction.  Any 

refused  and  all  fit  n«n  ware  made  to^k  on^  ^  ^  ^  ith  very 

attempts  to  got  tools  difficult  to  obtain  a  pick  or  shovel  t 

little  success.  ne  even  found  it  diiticux 

dig  graves  for  the  dead. 

30.  m  the  same  camp  on  *b®  10th  rrns  a  small  clewed 

sr  s  £*:  a 

and  the  only  fixed  accornmoda.^  v  ^  personnel  placed  in  isolation 

than  thirty  patients.  #»<*  remain  <-  nhich  invariably  leaked. 

h!Tto  ho  quartered  in  tents  side  in  providing 

«o  fit  men  were  freed  from  '  u  d  ^  Qlj_  duties  except  nursing  had 

stagings  to  keep  them  from  noddy  fr0^  ’  tioa#  Requests  for  more  servico- 
to  be  performed  by  the  porsonn  improve  the  area  and  ev^n 

all  n^t  :Uh  the  -  ro.lt.  *e  .panose  did 

not  occupy  this  hospital. 

j-sr  s&’is 

overcrowding  nhich  arlstod  everyth*  e. 

„  *.  men  had  nothin*  to  ^  JE-USh.  of  the 

feswsrjs  r8r -  • — ■*-  - 

cloth  arcund  their  loins. 
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33*  Force  Headquarters  wore  constantly  asking  for  nodical  supplies 
to  be  brought  forward,  but  ths  answer  alv/aj  s  givan  wus  that  the  road  to 
the  south  was  impaesuplo,  However,  war  equ  lenient  and  merchandise  for  the 
NUKE  shopkeepers  were  being  brouf,fc  forward  in  quantities  by  river  boats. 
The  result  was  that  medical  supplies  v>sre  practically  non-existent. 

34.  I  have  seen  all  tne  bones  of  a  naan's  feet  exposed  by  an  ulcer 
of  tho  foot,  x  have  seen  the  bones  of  a  man's  leG  exposed  from  the  knee 
to  the  ankle  anl  j  hft7~  seen  a  men's  rios  exposed  by  an  ulcer  under  his 
arm.  The  only  treutmonc  v.nich  could  be  given  was  scraping  with  sharp 
instruments. 

33 •  She  Japanese  had  their  own  medical  supplies  at  UUXE  because 

some  of  our  Australian  doctors  rho  were  working  in  that  area  were  attemptiu 
to  purloin  seme  of  thoao  stocks  to  pass  on  to  our  camps, 

3^»  The  facts  set  out  in  tho  preceding  paragraphs  are  typical  of  tho 
treatment  meted  out  generally  at  the  railway  comps  in  respect  of  medical 
supplies, 

37.  On  the  7th  July  a  protest  against  tho  maltreatment  of  the  men  was 
forwarded  to  G2715UL  BilN-JO.  This  pointed  out  that  on  the  3rd  July  the  non 
marched  out  of  camp  ac  CJOG  hours  and  after  ploughing  through  mud  for  five 
kilometres  they  commenced  work  at  1039  hours.  Tho  task  for  the  day  for 
135  was  160  metres  of  corduroying.  This  involved  the  removal  of  the 
mud  for  a  width  of  6  ft., ,  laying  tho  legs,  and  draining  and  reinforcing  the 
track  with  eurth  and  stones,  parties  of  ten  to  twcl/e  men  rero  forced  to 
carry  in  the  day  seven  logs  15  foot  long  and  10  to  12  inches  in  diamotor 

a  distance  of  one  kilometre  through  the  mud  and  slush.  Four  mon  collapsed, 
IP  one  instance  only  six  uon  were  detailed  to  u  log,  these  were  driven 
along  by  an  engineer  nho  struck  the  mon  every  ten  yards  or  so  with  a 
bamboo  stick.  Up  to  1345  hours  tho  men  hud  been  given  no  rest.  Then 
after  a  break  of  thirty  minutes  for  lunch  they  hud  to  work  on  until  2100 
hours  with  one  rest  of  fifteen  minutes,  roturnfng  to  camp  at  2230  hours. 

Itie  working  hoars  tho  next  day  were  the  solo,  except  that  there  was  no 
break  during  the  efternocn.  Uisieud  of  ton  to  twelve  men  being  allotted 
to  each  leg  carrying  party,  there  wero  only  seven.  Eight  man  collapsed 
under  the  heavy  loads,  1  made  that  report  after  enquiry  with  jtijor 
JOHNSTCT. 

38.  The  above  is  typical  of  the  work  on  tho  corduroying  of  roads,  but 
tho  work  on  the  construction  o.f  embunkrjonts  und  digging  cuttings  nus 

Just  as  urduous,  -pht  whole  forco  worked  seven  days  a  week  until  about 
the  17th  September. 

39.  The  majority  of  mon  who  went  to  work  would  normally  have  been  in 
hospital  or  on  light  duties, 

40.  Cn  one  occasion  we  were  able  after  some  difficulty  to  raise  tho 
required  number  of  jjen  fer  work  fer  the  engineers  when  tho  Japanese 
domanded  another  fifty  for  work  inside  tho  camp,  Thi3  work  included  the 
building  of  a  new  barraik  hut  for  the  jupunese,  the  caking  of  pathways  and 
other  work  in  their  interest.  1  rofusod  on  the  ground  that  1  had  no  more 
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ntn  who  wore  capable  of  Bounding  on  thoir  feet,  i  fovght  the  Japuncso 
on  this  matter  for  i..o  hours,  'fhu  too  persons  malUn..  th \ ■*  daubed  rare 
Liouts,  FUKUHi  -nd  lXHAItk.  After  this  turns,  or.=  of  '.haa,  [  tn.ri.  at  was 
TOY.  J.!A  entered  one  of  the  hospital  y  ards  and  section  c-:^  .iIcipI’.'  r.g  »v;  ;h©  con 
y/ith  u  stick  with  thoobject  of  &r.'*ing  then  nut  *o  v;>rk.  I  h.d  u  hurried 
conference  vith  my  senior  Medical  Office..-,  :ju.,cr  3Y17L\’3 .  .at  v  the 
jnpnnosc  had  stated  that,  if  tho  rr.er.  ware  not  fartkcu~Aiijg,tha  who  e  samp 
ration  would  bo  cuv  an  half,  v;e  decided  that  it  would  be  in  the  interest 
cl  tho  non  if  mu  selected  fifty  an  in  tho  letter  e;ugus  of  t.-ui.r  :u. i avia 
treatment,  rather  than  have  the  rmp  laterally  starved.  At  this  etugu 
conditions  in  130,  j  cenp  were  ‘Joll-nJ/jh  •lesnarut-o ,  The  nunber  of  sick 
res  abovo  ono  thousand,  cut  of  a  siruiglh  of  1660. 

41.  On  the  15th  ju'y,  1943*  I  s^nt  out  a  prrty,  36  less  then  the 

numbor  roquestrd.  The  senior  Reuieni  ifficcr  and  Lis  assistant  atert.ed 
v?ork  us  soon  as  it  Wu8  ' ight  to  ra.1la34.it  y  the  nan.  At  about  aid- -day 
Mijors  liUOT  and  fCHl  JTO'.I  r*’.  d  I  *.:oro  a.-.immed  to  t  ~,a.  Hoaiquarrera  whoro 
vo  found  FURJOA  i:»  a  raging  t-.upwr  .>0.  -.at'-;  his  ardors  had  not  been  carried 
out.  FUKUDA  scat ud  it  .-as  japan's  'ni-.n'iou  to  bocc-Tie.  friendly  v.jtn 
Australia  after  tho  ..or,  but  the  senior  officers  .701-0  doing  all  they  could 
to  antagonise  tho  apt  neao  by  r  of  using  to  carry  out  oitlers.  ho  said  thut 
if  he  ordered  tout  1  .yJC  m*.n  .outd  go  to  work,  they  would  go  despite  any 
protests  which  v;o  mould  ird:9»  phe  yeper-eae  c-n&  oers  y;cre  prepared  to  dio 
and  tho  prisoners  also  mat  be  preptwred  to  sacrifice  their  Livos  for  tho 
ruilwuy •  He  wont  on  to  threaten  the*  not  only  woe ,.d  tho  camp  Commander 
and  his  staff  be  pa;. i shod  Liit  all  muu  in  the  camp  y;ould  be  made  to  suffer 
for  the  disobedience  of  hi.'.  orchYra.  per  own  particular  puninhiacnt  was  to 
consist  of  being  otto  to  s: and  In  a  fire.  He  painted  out  that  tho  con¬ 
struction  of  tho  railway  hud  .0  go  on  without  dulay  as  it  was  required  for 
operational  purposes,  end  had  6  be  finished  .1 L. :r.  a  certain  timo  at  all 
costs,  irr jspc’tiva  of  tho  lose  of  lives  of  'British  and  Au sera,  inn  prisoners 
Ho  said  it  nan  no  use  cut  'gtctJog  t’.e  articles  of  th*  Geneva  Co  ivontion,  as 
our  own  pev.pl  j  had  jf^nlod  •vyunm'  it  by  the  sinking  cf  hospital  ships 
and  ruariug  lown  cjvi  ijnn  suraz-nccs  with  rtuao  roll..  C3.  xf  necessary,  ho 
statod,  the  ua  would  be  required  to  v;crk  three  to  lour  days  on  end  without 
rost. 


Thc  Qbr>1'°  instances  ere  yr^al  of  the  jup^esc  attitude  towards 
werk  throughout  tho  r\.  i\;.r/  f.onrtract  Lon.  j  gained  tne  impression  that 
everything  was  to  no  subordinated  to  tbv.  comp:  at  ion  of  the  line  by  tuq  end 
°f  August,  end  ••'ter.  th  .s  V3  t<yr-  fw  If '.Hod,  .buy  became  insane  with  rage, 
in  the  li-st  days  of  its  ion-..  ro:  Hon  cur  men  had  to  work  from  0 53 0  hours 
until  0200  hours  tho  fal.'owlu*  day. 

43*  On  the  13th  septer.her  I  vus  informed  by  lieut.  F’"1T)A  that  the 

men  must  be  prepared  to  work  all  through  thw  r.l^ht  £s  toe  railway  mus  only 
u  few  kilometres  to  tho  north,  and  :  t  was  necessary  thvt  the  line  should 
reach  iSOIYlfilAl-  tnree  fcilur.»tr«- c  to  the  scu.h  by  the  :6th.  Owing  to 
heavy  ram,  however,  the  ..er’:  ceased  a 5  22J0  hours,  thc  men  having  been 
out  since  0gj(  beurs  thit  ir^i-r.irq,.  On  thc  Lipk  SrqtenV.r  revev He  was  at 
0530  hours  arid  leupbtu  heavy  rain  all  deg*  ur,-J  throughout  tne  evening  tho 
xaen  wero  forced  to  vcmt:r.  out  until  02'JO  ho. as  on  -.7.0  15th.  Again  they 
r/cro  roused  at  0530  hours  find  were  v.oiked  until  mior.iyktof  the  15/l6th 
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September.  On  the  l6th  revcillo  was  at  (530  hoars  and  work  fin4,  shed  at  2200 
hours*  Ry  this  tine  the  nun  vers  'deplete  ly  ■j/Juius 1  cd  ■  Conditions  arc 
approximately  the  cane  or.  the  i7‘  h  All  the  forego  .Jig  facts  are  set  out 
in  tiy  diary  which  ±  kept  at  tho  ttiau. 

1*4.  In  November,  1943,  nftar  the  completion  of  the  railway  tho 

survivors  cane  couth  by  rail  to  EAM307?!#  which  was  tho  yup-nose  min  base 
for  tho  railway  *orstrueticn.  After  about  ton  days  there  \.o  moved  to 
EANCS'Ci:.  >.ftcr  about  a  week  there  I  moved  by  ship  with  500  troops  to 
siihU^G,  sewcre. 

45*  Of  the  original  3,662  ren  vho  left  Singapore  as  others  of 

Force,  106o  foiled  to  r*  tur:.,  ropresont *cg  approximately  2*.'%  of  the  A.I.F. 
component,  ^ha  loss-3  in  who  whole  jfcrco  wee  khZ*  Tbe  British  lose 

46*  Ktny  of  the  iren  have  died  since  ur.d  I  am  certain  that  many  others 

will  feel  the  effects  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

47*  I  consider  tho  reasons  for  the  heavy  loss  of  lifo  were  the  poor 

food  for  the  fourteen  ninths  'n  CKiIttl.  fo.liowed  ty  a  five  days'  train 
journey  under  shocl. :ii£  conditions..  followed  0 y  seventeen  dajs'  marching 
through  the  jungle  with  heavy  loud  a  and  through  filthy  stogj  ng  comps  with 
poor  food,  which  completely  exhausted  the  men.  I  Jo  rest  was  given  boforo 
they  were  sent  to  work.  Inwtf  1  icicnt  food  was  provided  to  nako  tool  tho 
exhaustion  of  their  bodies  following  thoae  events-  Fo°d  of  a  nuci’iticnul 
vuluo  was  absent.  „  on  top  of  that  c  x^  ns  .^0  overwork  had  to  be  done.  There 
was  lack  of  elementary  tr.edic-1  supplies  and  facilities  and  elomentury 
necessities  for  sanitation  ai.d  hygiene. 


(Signed)  C.H.  KATIE.  Col. 


S’.'OHK  BEFORE  12  i.T  EHISBAIIE 
OK  THE  6i:i  D.-Y  OF  SiPTHBER*  194^. 

(Signed)  A-H.  BSAFIN,  J»P>. 

JUSIICE  OF  To 2  PEACE. 
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